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PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL, 1894. 

THE Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th 
instant, at twelve o'clock, M.; the President, Dr. Geokge 
E. Ellis, in the chair. 

The record of the last stated meeting was read and approved ; 
and the Librarian read the list of donors to the Library in the 
last month. 

The Corresponding Secretary said that he had received a 
letter of acceptance from Mr. John Nicholas Brown, who was 
elected a Corresponding Member at the March meeting. 

The Hon. Walbridge A. Field, LL.D., was elected a Resident 
Member. 

The President announced the death, on the 28th of March, 
of Mr. George Ticknor Curtis, the distinguished author of the 
"History of the Formation of the Constitution of the United 
States," and of other works, who was for about four years a 
Resident Member, and afterward, on his removal to New 
York, a Corresponding Member for twenty-nine years. His 
most important contribution to our Proceedings was a 
thorough and elaborate " Report on Exchange of Prisoners 
during the American Revolution," submitted at a Special 
Meeting of the Society, in December, 1861. 

The President said that he had received from our associate, 
Mr. George B. Chase, who is now in Italy, a letter containing 
notes of a conversation which he had had with two English 
gentlemen on the subject of the northeastern boundary of 
the United States, and the Treaty of Washington of 1842. 
One of these gentlemen had been a commissioner to settle 
the disputed boundary-line between New Brunswick and 
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Canada, and lie stated, as the result of his own knowledge of 
the region, " that his Commission had travelled, as he him- 
self had done, over the whole country where Mitchell's map 
showed a chain of hills, and that there were no hills there at 
all, only a flat country." 1 
Dr. Samuel A. Green then said : — 

Doggerel ballads were formerly more common in New Eng- 
land than they are now ; and the story of great deeds was often 
told in rude verse, and thus kept alive in the minds of the 
people. Historical events and acts of personal heroism were re- 
corded by rhymesters, and lines brought forth in this way were 
either sung or recited by members of the household around the 
fireside. The words and the sentiment of these homespun pro- 
ductions became a part of the warp and woof of the yeomanry, 
and ingrained into their very fibre. Notably among such 
efforts may be cited the Song of Lovewell's Fight, which is 
said to have been in its day " the most beloved song in all 
New England." While these attempts at versification were 
not peculiar to this neighborhood or this country, they served 
a purpose and helped to perform a part in the literary devel- 
opment of New England. They were the result of a natural 
force or movement, — and therefore a phase in evolution, — 
and as such deserve to be noticed in any account of our intel- 
lectual growth. Even if they have no poetical merit, they 
certainly answered the purpose for which they were written. 
In those days books were few, and newspapers scarce ; and 
doggerel rhyme helped to keep up the continuity of tradition 
and to lay the foundation of an American nationality. It was 
this spirit of common patriotism that conquered the Canadian 
provinces during the French and Indian War, and afterward 
wrested the English colonies from Great Britain. 

Within a short time our Corresponding Member, Professor 
Franklin B. Dexter, of Yale University, has sent me the fol- 
lowing copy of a manuscript ballad found among the papers 
of a family at Paxton, Massachusetts. The transcriber of 
the original was born in 1775, twenty years after the date 
of the ballad ; and the time of transcription was not later 
than 1796. 

i For a very thorough discussion of this subject, see Mr. Winsor's paper in 
2 Proceedings, vol. iii. pp. 349-308. 
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VERSES RELATING TO THE EVENTS OF 1755. 

1. We that did live in fifty five, 
That were preserved & kept alive, 
We may record what god has done 
Beneath the circuit of the sun. 

2. How he display'd his mighty power, 
And pass* before us in an hour, 

In various ways which he did take 

By thunder stormes and the Earthquake. 

3. First in the spring the wars begin, 
To punish men then for their sin ; 
They beat their drums & so they cry, 
Who will unto the battle fly ? 

4. They list a main with Coarage bold, 
Their armour bright & money told ; 
The time comes on, they must not stay, 
But Quit their friends & go away, 

5. While husbands parting with their Dears, 
And mothers for their sons in tears, 
Not knowing but that they must die 

Or go into Captivity. 

6. They first arive at East-ward shores, 
Where drums do beat and Cannons roar ; 
A hero Spirit they retain, 

Which puts the french-men to great pain. 

7. They take their forts & so Possess 
Their pastures and their Wilderness. 
The Joyful News spreads O'r the land 
That we have gain'd the upper hand. 

8. But then a Cloud o'r spread the sky, 
For braddock and his men did die ; 
They lost the day & so did fly 

And fell before the enemy. 

9. There foes rejoice & shout aloud, 
And Anti-Christ grows very Proud ; 
While we are mourning in Distress 
The widow and the fatherless. 
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10. The spring is gone and past away, 
And then Comes on the Summers day, 
While Nature smileth with her Charmes, 
While we are Clasped in her Arms. 

11. But yet again there is a Cry 
To List and fight the Enemy. 
Another Army is gone forth 

To meet the Heathen in the North. 

12. Towards Crown-pint they also go, 
To meet the fury of the foe ; 

While they have Teachers in the Dark, 
Christs ministers to bear the Ark, 

13. Which pray unto the god of Heaveii 
That all their Sins may be forgiven ; 
And we may hope for Victory, 
When we in faith to god do Cry. 

14. The Summer now is past away, 
And then Comes on a bloody Day ; 
They go to meet and so do Spy 
The faces of the Enemy. 

15. A furious fight Comes on a main 
And many Valiant men are slain ; 
Of all the Battles now the third 

Was fought with garments rol'd in Blood. 

[16.] A frightful Noise & hiddeous yell, 

As tho it Came from the Jaws of Hell ; 

The smoke did as a Cloud arise. 

While Christian prayers did pierce the Skies. 

[17.] And God did hear when they did Call 
And Anti-Christ receiv'd a fall. 
O may she bleed & Also die, 
That Christ may gain the Victory. 

[18.] They Quit the field with shameful flight, 
As tho they saw it dark as Night. 
Our men did plunder on the place, 
And Smiles returned in their face. 
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[19.] But yet our God, Provok'd by sin, 
Did Cause the Plague to enter in ; 
And those that scap* the Enemy 
Did fall by sickness & did die. 

[20.] While we was sleeping on our Beads, 

The Lord did shake our Drowsy Heads, 
Saying, awake, ye sleepy fools, 
Least ye are drowned in the Pools ; 

[21.] Yea, rise and Call upon your God, 

Least he sends fourth his Dreadful rod. 
The trembling Earth doth testify 
He is displeas* and angery : 

[22.] Hear the sad Noise from Lisbon town, 
Which shook & fell unto the ground ; 
And Multitudes there buried were 
In the dark Reageons of Dispair. 

[23.] And Now, O Land, New England Land, 
Amased be & trembling Stand, 
Because the Judge Stands at the Door ; 
Forsake your sins, repent therefore. 

These are the hints which I have made 
In fifty five it Shall be Said. 

At the last annual meeting of the American Antiquarian 
Society in Worcester, on October 21, 1893, our associate, Pro- 
fessor Dexter, read an able report on Some Social Distinctions 
at Harvard and Yale, before the Revolution. It was both 
interesting and exhaustive, and presented a large amount of 
original matter. Within a few weeks I have discovered among 
the manuscripts of the Historical Society a letter bearing on 
the same subject, which tends to support Professor Dexter's 
opinions. It is found in the first volume of Belknap Papers, 
containing " Miscellaneous Letters. 1637 to 1788," leaf 42. 
The paper contains various erasures and interlineations, and 
presumably was the rough draft of the letter sent to President 
Holyoke ; and the following is a copy : — 
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B[oston,] Oct" 20 th 1749 
Rev rd & Honr d S r 

as I am Bound to Sea & Rank in Our way is Look* upon as a Sacred 
Thing and it is Generaly allowed That The Sons of the New England 
Cambridge are Placed according to the Degrees of their ancestors I 
have therefore put in My Pretentions for my Son. begining with the 
Countrey in which we Breath and for Genealogy Say 

That Edward Winslow my Great Grandfather was yf Eldest of y e 
Name in England & of five Brothers First Settlers of What is Now 
this Province & that the s? Edward was one of y e First Planters and in 
y e First Ship of w' was Lately y c Collony of Plymouth & Some Time 
Govf Thereof & one of y e Grand Commissions in the Unhappy Expedition 
against High Spaniolia & Dyed at y e Taking of Jamaica Leaving one 
Sou (Josiah) who in his Day was Many year Gov- of s- Collony & Cap" 
General of y e United Forces of New England In the memoriable Indion 
war Cal d ' Philips war in which he Got his Death Leaving one Son Named 
(Isaac my Father) who had the Hon 1 to have the First Place in both 
Civil & Millitary affairs in the County of Plymouth & many years & 
Until he Resigned was President of the Council of this Province and 
that in the year 1738 he Dyed Leaving Two Sons of w c - I am the 
Eldest & have to Say for my Self that From my Early Days I have 
been Intrusted in y° Publick affairs of the County & Province until 
1740 when I had a Company in y" Unfortunate Expedition against 
Cathergenia & have had Since Two Commissions of y e Same Rank 
under his Majesty & Intrusted with the Command of yf Second Garrisson 
in North America which is My Present Station. Pardon my Saying thus 
Much, offer these Things as Facts and Leave the Events to the Hon^L e 
& Reveren? Boddy To and for whome I have the Greatest regard and 
at all Times with the utmost respect Shall Take Leave to Subscribe y- 
and Their Very Humble Serv 

To the Hon d & Rev? J Winslow 

Ed? Holyoke Esq' President 
of y e Colledge to be [line unfinished.] 

[Indorsed] To y e President 1749 

The writer of the letter was afterward known as General 
John Winslow, and the son therein referred to was Pelham, a 
graduate of Harvard College in the Class of 1753. The col- 
lege authorities evidently attached some weight to the opinions 
of the father, as the son's name now stands second in the list 
of his class, as published in the General Catalogue, where the 
old order is still kept up. Pelham Winslow was the second son 
of John and Mary (Little) Winslow, and born at Marshfield, 
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on June 8, 1737. He studied law in the office of James Otis, 
the distinguished advocate and patriot, and afterward practised 
his profession at Plymouth. In his political opinions he was 
a tory, and just before the breaking out of the Revolution took 
up his abode in Boston. When that town was evacuated by 
the British, he left with the army for Halifax, and soon after- 
ward received from the Crown a commission as Major. He 
died at Flushing, Long Island, in the year 1783, leaving a 
wife and an infant daughter. 

Mr. Henry W. Haynbs said : — 

In Sewall's Diary, under date of Feb. 8, 1720-21 (vol. iii. 
p. 279), is the entry, " Merrymak is printed off, about 300 " ; 
to which a note by the Editors adds : " This pamphlet, if such 
it were, has not been found by us as yet." They ask, in a 
subsequent note (p. 292), referring to a certain tract of 
Sewall's, " Can this be a re-issue of his ' Merrymak ' ? " 

An earlier entry in the Diary, however, Jan. 16, 1719-20 
(p. 240), had alluded to " Verses on Merrimack River finish'd 
yesterday " ; which are also referred to in a letter to Rev. 
Timothy Woodbridge, of Hartford, under date of Feb. 1, 
1719-20 (Letter-Book, vol. ii. p. 104), — "Inclosed Merrimak 
dry'd up, with the occasion of it." 

Recently, in our collection of " Broadsides relating to New 
England," 1660-1750 (No. 42), I came upon a copy of these 
verses, with the title " Upon the drying up that Ancient 
River, the River Merrymak," dated "Jan. 15. 1719, 20," 
and signed "S. S." As they are the most considerable of 
Sewall's poetical efforts in his native tongue, and are in 
themselves quaint and curious, I would suggest that they be 
printed in our Proceedings, together with a companion copy 
of verses, printed in the same sheet, called " Connecticut's 
Flood on Merrymak's Ebb," dated "Extempore. March 10. 
1720, 21," and signed "Anthropos," which, I suppose, were 
written by some friend and admirer of Sewall. 1 

The two copies of verses relating to the Merrimack River, 

to which Mr. Haynes referred, are here reprinted from the 

original broadside, given by the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in 

April, 1864. 

1 Both these copies of verses were subsequently printed in " The New-Eng- 
land Weekly Journal " (June 23, 1735) ; but with the substitution of the initials 
" J. W." for the signature " Anthropos." 
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Upon the drying up that Ancient River, 

THE RIVER 

MERRYMAK. 

Long did Euphrates make us glad, 

Such pleasant, steady Course he had : 

Fight White, fight Chesnut ; all was one, 

In Peace profound our River Run 

From his remote and lofty Head, 

Until he with the Ocean Wed. 

Thousands of Years ran parallel, 

View'd it throughout, and lik'd it well. 

Herbs, Trees, Fowls, Fishes, Beasts, and Men, 

Refresh'd were by this goodly Stream. 

Dutiful Salmon, ance a Year, 

Still visited their Parent dear : 

And royal Sturgeon saw it good 

To sport in the renowned Flood. 

All sorts of Geese, and Ducks, and Teal, 

In their Allotments fared well. 

Many a Moose, and Thirsty Dear, 

Drank to full Satisfaction here. 

The Fox, the Wolf, the angry Bear, 

Of Drink were not deny'd their share. 

The Strangers, late Arrived here, 

Were Entertain'd with Welcom chear ; 

The Horse, and Ox, at their own will, 

Might taste, and drink, and drink their fill. 

Thus Merrymak kept House secure, 

And hop'd for Ages to endure ; 

Living in Love, and Union, 

With every Tributary Son. 

At length, an Ambushment was laid 

Near Powwaw Hill, when none afraid ; 

And unawares, at one Huge Sup, 

Hydropick Hampshire Drunk it Up ! 

Look to thy self ! Wadchuset Hill ; 

And Bold Menadnuch, Fear some 111 ! 

Envy'd Earth knows no certain Bound ; 

In HEAV'N alone, CONTENT is found. 

S. S. 
January 15. 
1719, 20. 
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CONNECTICUT'S FLOOD 

ON 

MERRYMAK'S Ebb. 



And is old Merrymak come to an End? 
Connecticut remains yet to befriend ; 
Ancient as Tiber, Sein, or Thames; 
Fertile as Ganges, Nile, or Volga's Streams. 
All Sorts of Creatures Range these Woods, 
And Dainty Fish Dive in these Floods ; 
Beside the Salmon, Sturgeon, and Tawtauge, 
Vast Shoales of Azures Swim the Quinebauge. 
The Stately Elke, and Panting Hart, 
Drink at Sunkepauge before they part. 
The Lowing Bull, and Generous Horse, 
Up to the Eyes, Eat Clover Grass ; 
On these Green Banks, Flowers all Winter do appear. 
Rivers Glide on to Neptune with the Circling Year. 
Here's Aged Oakes and Cedars Tall, 
Which Zealous Axmen for the Temple Fall. 
Among the Fether'd Tribe we're also Teal, 
An Ample Charter too, to Steer the Common Weal. 
This Happyness to Future Ages may Endure, 
Until the Chiliad the Saints Secure. 
Instead of Foxes, Wolves, and Hungry Bear, 
That oft the Massachusett Herd do Tear, 
Pequott has Beavers, Otter, and the wary Hare, 
With Noahs Dove! and Turtles many a Pair. 
When first our Fathers in the Desert, Travel'd here, 
Samp with Rich Shell Fish was their Daily Chear. 
With Thanks they Supt the Treasures in the Sand, 
Prais'd Sions God for Canaans Fruitful Land. 
Thus in Great Love they Merry made, 
No Heathen Powwows made them sore Afraid, 
Their Faith was Stay'd on CHRIST our Rock, 
And therefore Fear'd no Tribulations Shock. 
O're Mountains, Valleys, Waters, Peace ! 
Content don't Envy the Gay Pride of Grsece. 
Famous Euphrates ! shall Dry up, 
And Martyrs, will Receive the Consolation Cup. 
2 
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But now I 'm on Wachusetts Lofty Top, 

I'll pass Monadnuck, and in HEAVEN Stop. 

Anthropos. 

Extempore, March 10, 
1720, 21. 

N. B. Quinebauge the Name of New-London, River. 

Taivtaage an Excellent Fish amongst the Americans. 

Sunhepauge the Natives call a Cold Spring. 

Pequott the Indian Name for the Town of New-London, &c. 

Mr. Gamaliel Bradford said that in the unavoidable 
absence of our associate, Mr. Winslovv Warren, President of 
the Massachusetts Society of the Cincinnati, he had been de- 
sired to present to the Library a complete manuscript copy of 
the records of that Society from 1783 to 1888, which had been 
prepared for this purpose, in pursuance of a vote of the Society. 

Mr. Justin Winsor said that among the Parkman papers 
given to the Library of Harvard University was a manuscript 
copy of the Constitution of the General Society of the Cincin- 
nati, indorsed " The original draft," apparently in a contem- 
porary but unknown hand, differing from the body of the paper. 

Rev. Edward G. Porter communicated for publication 
the copy of a letter written from Boston, in April, 1775, a few 
days after the fight at Lexington and Concord. It was writ- 
ten, he said, by Susanna, widow of William Sheaffe, Deputy 
Collector of the Port of Boston, and addressed to her brother, 
Thomas Child, Collector of Customs at Falmouth (Portland), 
Maine. The letter gives a glimpse of the state of things in 
Boston on the Monday after the Battle of Lexington. 

Boston 24 April 1775 
Dear Broth? The confusion of this town is not to be described. 
We are at present in a state of war. M rs Domett & Polly go in the 
first stage to Salem. From thence by water. Hope they will go from 
hence the day after tomorrow. At present there is no stage in town. 

I will not pretend to give you an account of the horrors of last week, 
as it would take up time that I can! spare. You will hear all. Rec d 
yours of the 18 th inst. I said I hop 4 they would go the day after to- 
morrow, but it is impossible to say when, as there has been no commu- 
nication between the town & country since last Wednesday. 

The country centrys are within call of the general, who has not 
permitted any person to leave the town, though hundreds of families 
wanted to so. 
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There was a town meeting yesterday, tho' Sunday, when the general, 
upon condition that the town would give up their arms, has consented 
that those that choose shall leave the town. This day they are giving in 
their arms. There is no trusting a lad out of the town, as he would be 
taken prisoner as some are. Hope if M™ Domett & Polly go out of 
this distress 11 town, they will get safe to you. Have wrote more than 
I intended. Love to my sister. Adieu — 

S. Sheaffe. 1 

The President having called attention to the new volume of 
Belcher Papers which was ready for delivery at this meeting, 
Mr. Charles C. Smith said that it had been the original pur- 
pose of the Committee to confine their publication of Governor 
Belcher's letters to the period of his official life in Massachusetts, 
but that they had brought the work down to the end of the fifth 
Letter-Book, shortly before his embarkation for England to 
try to obtain some equivalent for his dismissal from the gov- 
ernment. Belcher's letters while Governor of New Jersey 
were copied, more than forty years ago, for the New Jersey 
Historical Society, from our manuscripts, and have since been 
printed as a part of the New Jersey archives. In looking over 
the unpublished letters Mr. Smith had found a letter from 
Governor Belcher to Col. William Brattle, of not a little bio- 
graphical interest, which he desired to communicate now, that 
it might go into the record of this meeting. 

Col. William Brattle, to whom this letter is addressed, was 
born April 18, 1706 ; graduated at Harvard College in 1722 ; 
married Katherine, daughter of Gov. Gurdon Saltonstall, who 
died in 1752, and after her death the widow Martha Allen, 
daughter of Thomas Fitch ; left Boston when it was evacuated 
by the British troops ; and died in Halifax October 25, 1776. 
He was a son of Rev. William Brattle, who was for about 
twelve years a tutor in Harvard College, and for nearly twenty 
years minister of the church in Cambridge. 

Governor Belcher was removed from office in May, 1741, 
but did not go to England until March, 1743-4, nearly three 
years afterward. In July, 1746, he received the appointment 
of Governor of New Jersey. He failed, however, to take out 
his commission until February of the following year ; and it 
was not until August that he arrived in his new government. 
His marriage to Mrs. Teal, or Teale, — whom he had known in 

i See Sabine's Loyalists, vol. ii. pp. 280-294 ; also Rambles in Old Boston, 
pp. 395-402. 
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England, and who arrived here from London, with her daugh- 
ter, about a week earlier, — took place in September, 1748. 
The letter to Colonel Brattle is as follows : — 



JONATHAN BELCHER TO WILLIAM BRATTLE. 

S R , — Your wise, ingenious, kind letter of 5 Nov bt came to my hands 
the 9 th ins' by the post, which brings me under a fresh obligation to 
Col 1 Brattle for the renewal of his early regard and respect to one who 
can no otherwise claim it than as " the desire of a man is his kindness." 
I had the happiness in my tender age to be chambermate and bedfellow 
to my then honoured Tutour, your late learned and pious father, whose 
judgem* in men and things was not exceeded in his day. He regarded 
me as a son and his inculcations for my future conduct in life I shall 
speak of with the sincerest gratitude till the frost of age benumbs my 
remembring faculty. They were all apothegms, apples of gold in pic- 
tures of silver; his speech distill'd as the dew, as the small rain upon 
the tender herb ; and if I have made any figure in life, and have done 
any good in my generation, after lifting up my heart and hands to 
Heaven, I must give much of the honour to the early impressions I 
rec'd from his mouth. The world lost in him what 's rare to be found 
or recover'd, and for his sake as well as your own I wish it had ever 
fallen in my power to have made some tollerable return of his great 
goodness to a son that does honour to his father's memory. I see with 
pleasure your attachment to my service exprest in the strongest terms ; 
for the world allows self interest cannot lye. 

As to my administration of government in two of the King's prov- 
inces where I had the honour to sit chief for eleven years together, 
what faux pas I made must be imputed to my foible, not to my incli- 
nation or will. My conscience bears me witness that next to my own 
eternal welbeing I often askt of God that he would make me in His 
hands the happy and honourable instrument of good to my dear countrey. 
And upon the calmest recollection at this day I don't know that I ever 
wittingly and willingly did it any hurt. If private persons could not 
be serv'd to their wishes because the publick weal was to be preferr'd, 
that was a virtue in the Governour. The royal prophet, even the man 
after God's own heart, sayes, He that ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God; and as to my private emolument or my 
family's, I can solemnly appeal to Him who searches the heart and 
tryes the reins that it never stood in any the least competition with the 
welfare and happiness of the people, and because I never could bare 
the mention of doing a mean, dishonest, dishonourable action I spent 
largely on my private fortune, and which has since appear'd to the 
whole world. While I was in the chair you was for many years of 
the Assembly, and I believe are not wholly ignorant of what offers I 
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had often made me of the grants of tracts of the best land in new town- 
ships, but I never took an acre, and large sums of money were offer'd me 
often, tho' never repeated by the same persons, who found me mail'd 
and scaled against such barbed irons. Nor can the worst of my ene- 
mies tax me with one ill gotten shilling. No, I can appeal with that 
upright Judge of Israel, 1 Sam. 12. 3. The records of the General 
Court with the publick offices will alwayes tell to a farthing what 
Gov r Belcher received in the eleven years of his administration. Had 
I, Sir, one corrupted finger I'de cut it off to prevent the hazard of its 
gangreening soul and body, and thus our blessed Saviour commands his 
disciples, Mat. 18. 8. Well, then, what was my great sin? why, that I 
would not indolently and wickedly fall into that vile maxim, si populus 
mdt decipi decipiatur. No, by no means ! It is the duty of governours 
and rulers to stand upon the watch towers and warn their people of 
their danger and to hide them from the evil. A tender parent wont 
let a foolish, mad child run into the fire. Well their idol was stampt 
paper, and they were so daring as to prophane the word money in call- 
ing that so. This idol the Gov' could by no means bow down to, and 
a few moneths before I was remov'd I receiv'd from the King an in- 
struction full of grace & favour to the Province as a complex body and 
to the people, high and low, rich and poor, which was to pass no act 
for emission of paper bills but with a saving for the King's approbation 
before it should operate, which I should have most sacredly observ'd ; 
and at that time I think there was no more than £1 60,000 outstanding, 
and which must have been sunk in three years, according to the several 
acts for emitting it, and then your money would have been as of old, 
silver at 6/10J an oz. and gold pro rata. But, alas, your gold is now 
become dim, and what you call money is but reprobate silver. I think 
they tell me you have now flying about two millions in your kites. 
What an abuse is it of good clean paper thus to stain it, thus to defile 
it, with your empty scrawls ! and what an abuse of it to comon sense, 
still to call these bits of paper bills of credit, of which they are become 
quite void, a publick nusance and the ridicule of mankind. When I 
was lately walking in Moorfields (London) and seeing numbers of old 
volumms selling at 5/ the hundred weight, I used to tell gentlemen 
that were with me I fancy'd they were what they call New England 
bills of credit. Well, this dreadfull ruin to poor N. England is one of 
the products of your new cera of justice! Was ever a poor countrey 
so cajol'd and stupified, so deluded! 

Cape Breton in the circumstance it now is can't be thought of by 
any honest, good N. England man with pleasure, but by here and there 
an officer who has got a commission by it. But I think it wont long 
remain as it does, for things with me look as if the spring ships from 
Europe should be freighted with a F. peace, and then farewell that 
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glorious acquisition. I am sincerely distrest in the distresses of my 
dear native countrey, "and when I forget her, my right hand will for- 
get her cunning and my tongue will cleave to the roofe of my mouth." 
No, she is graven on the palms of my hands, and with the point of a 
diamond on my heart. "May peace be within her walls, and prosperity 
restor'd within her palaces." 

I thank God who inables me calmly to distinguish between my coun- 
trey, as the countrey, and the few malignants who had arts and influence 
enough to prevail with the weak Assemblies to treat me in the cruel, 
unjust manner they did, whereby the Province at this day stands in a 
large arrearage to me & my family. Upon the strictest scrutiny I can't 
tax myself with ever having given a reasonable pretence to any person 
in the Massachusetts to become my enemy. However, "The Lord is 
righteous in all His ways, but, behold, I am vile, what shall I answer?" 
I will lay my hand upon my mouth ; I will bow down and adore ; I 
will prostrate myself before Him, and say with the utmost humility, — 
"I have sinn'd, what shall I do unto Thee, O Thou Preserver of 
Men ? " Well, my enemies have had their glorious triumph in my 
banishment from my dear native countrey, from my children and from 
every branch of my family. " They have put me far away from my 
acquaintance, lover, and friends." Well, I hope they have fully glutted 
their malice, and their stomachs being thus disgorg'd they are doubt- 
less easy & in great quiet and content, and to make them more so (if 
they can possibly imagine themselves to have been under any mistake) 
I am going to say a great thing, and in which I have much satisfaction 
& serenity, and that is, — I do in the most solemn manner appeal to 
the Searcher of Hearts and say, I freely and without reserve forgive 
all, even my bitterest enemies, and this I say, as I myself hope for 
pardon and eternal life thro' the merits of Christ from that God whom 
I have so often and am so constantly offending. Amen. And so much 
for dear N. England. 

If it mayn't tire you I will give you as short a sketch as I can of the 
various scenes that God in his providence has been pleased to draw for 
my prospect and entertainment since I last saw you at Boston (near 4 
years agoe). When we came to sea we soon found we had got into a 
very leaky ship ; were in the pass a 4 times call'd to arms, and quarter'd 
to the guns, and once terribly alarm'd wiih the cry of the ship's being 
o' fire ; and 4 days before we made the land had the news of warr with 
France ; yet God be prais'd we got well into Ireland (Kinsale), from 
whence I took coach to Dublin (175 miles), and on the road met my 
dear son (after an absence of 13 years), in health and in good reputa- 
tion in his profession, with whom I spent 3 weeks, and was there treated 
by the Lords Justices and by all persons of distinction with much 
respect and honour; and from thence I went in the King's yatcht (45 
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leagues) to Chester, and from thence by coach (194 miles) to London, 
where I was kindly rec d by great numbers of my friends. And after a 
few days I waited on the King's Ministers, who gave me joye on my 
safe arrival at a time of so much danger. Then I paid my duty to the 
King at Kensington and kist his hand. A little after this I paid my 
compliments again to the Ministers, and told them " my case was very 
severe to be remov'd from the governm' of two of the King's prov- 
inces, and no complaint made out against me, — that my character & 
honour would be call'd in question by the world, which I was come to 
vindicate, and to have justice done me." The answer was, "M r Belcher, 
no charge or imputation lyes against you, nor need you give yourself or 
us a trouble of the nature you mention. It has been the King's pleas- 
ure to remove you, and you must submit, as we all must in such cases, 
and when there may be a proper opportunity we shall not forget to 
serve you." So I determined to wait for a vacancy, and this Province 
was the first that happned, and I receiv'd his Majesty's grace and 
favour in his commission for this government with the greater duty & 
gratitude, as it carrys a publick testimony of the King's well approving 
my administration of governm* in two of his provinces for eleven 
years together. I had good assurance from some of the Ministry of a 
much more profitable government than this, and on this continent, but 
then that the climate was bad and would have been a further remove from 
my family and friends. After taking out my comissions, &c. I waited 
some time for the opportunity of a man of warr, and the Warwick, 
Capt. Ereskin, of 60 guns, being the first bound this way, I had orders 
from the Lords of the Admiralty to the Capt. to take me, my ser- 
vants, and baggage aboard, and carry me to Cape Breton, and there 
M r Knowles was to give me a ship to my government, but when 
I got to Portsm S r P. Warren told me he expected a ship to go to 
N. York for his wife and family, and he would have me wait. The 
next day Sir Peter rec'd an order for the Scarb" to go to N. York, & 
I imbarkt in her, and altho' we had a long, tedious passage, yet I thank 
God we got safe at last. And here I must praise Almighty God again, 
who so overrul'd that I must not imbark in the Warwick, where I 
might have lost life or limb. 1 

This is a plentifull countrey, in a fine climate, but a government perhaps 
of the least profit of almost any in the English America. However, 
in this I am not sollicitous or uneasy. The good people treat me with 
all respect & honour, and with great kindness ; and with much pleas- 
ure, devoid of all sinister view, I return it in a constant study and care 
to do every thing in my station for promoting the welfare and prosperity 

1 For a long account of an engagement between the " Warwick " and a large 
Spanish man-of-war, July 14, 1747, when the former lost four men killed and 
nineteen wounded, see " The Boston Weekly News-Letter," August 27, 1747. 
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of this people and altho' I have mention'd the word banishment, yet 
you must not understand it as my sense of my present pleasant situation, 
but is what, I suppose, a few of my unkind countreymen may call it. 
Joseph, after telling his brethren of their selling him into Egypt, sayes, 
— " As for you, ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto 
good." Really, Sir, I am quiet and content, and think this government 
well calculated to my time of life, and my daily prayer is that I may 
be honoured in my advanced age of being ^made an instrument of much 
good to this people in their religious and civil interests. The countrey 
is blest with fine rivers and a rich soil, nor do I remember in the course 
of my travelling life to have seen any countrey to exceed it in Europe 
or America. I have flxt this little city for the place of my residence, 
which is about 16 short miles from the charming city of Philadelphia, 
and as I keep 4 good trotters I can be there in two hours with ease, for 
the road is a bowling green, and in that city there are a sett of gentle- 
men of good virtue, sense, and learning, and where I was most genteely 
treated in a short excursion I made thither a few months ago, so that 
in the summer, when tired with my garden and books I may now and 
then take a turn thither. My letter is vastly too long already ; I must 
therefore referr you to one I lately wrote M r Kit. Minot, and an- 
other to my nephew Byles, for the particulars of my house, manner of 
living, &c a . x 

1 In the letter to Christopher Minot, which is dated January 8, 1747/8, Governor 
Belcher writes : " I have, after many considerations, flxt myself in this little city, 
for so it's call'd tho' but a village of 170 houses. My house is about the size of a 
first rate's cabbin, at a place call'd the World's End, no house within call ; stands 
pleasantly on the fine River Delaware, and looks upon it, up and down for 10 
miles. I have a garden, near an acre, handsomely inclosed with a brick wall ; an 
orchard of 50 barr 5 cider; pasturing and mowing for horses, cows, and sheep 
more than I need; conveniences for rabbits, pidgeons, ducks, geese and other 
poultrey ; and in the spring my landlord is to fense me a paddock for 15 or 20 deer. 
And the River Delaware is alwayes full of bass, eels, pike, and perch, so when you 
incline to look this way such entertainment will be at your service, with good 
cider, small beer, and Madeira as much superior to what's comon with you as 
honest New Jersey bills of credit are to your kites." 

The letter to the Governor's nephew by marriage, Rev. Mather Byles, is dated 
January 26. In it he writes : " The place where I live is a short mile from the 
town, and no house near me, is call'd the World's End (& properly so). The soli- 
tude of it seems very agreeable at my time of life. No body comes to the Gov- 
ernour but on business, or particular friends. Bass, pike, perch & eels pass in 
schouls by my door, and waterfowl in flocks ; pigeons, partridge, and quails in 
their seasons, with rabbits and good venisons ; geese, ducks, and dunghills play 
round the house. Horses, cows, and muttons, and porks grace the stable and 
barn, and God gives us the fat of kidneys of wheat and the pure blood of the 
grape in plenty. Oh that Jeshurun may be alwayes in my thoughts as a standing 
monument of terror, ' least I forsake the God that made me, and lightly esteem 
the rock of my salvation,' and so draw down upon me the divine justice and ven- 
geance so beautifully and yet so dreadfully describ'd in the song of Moses. . . . 
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I pray you to make roy best compliments to M* Presid' Holyoak, 
to M r Flint, and to M r Applet on. I have a very gratefull sense of 
worthy M" Brattle's kind thoughts and good wishes. I had a long 
and close acquaint* with her late excellent father, and of whose mem- 
ory I retain the highest esteem and honour. After my being remov'd 
from the governm' I believe I troubl'd you with a l r from my cottage at 
Milton, owning as I do now again the sincerity of your respect, because 
it grew upon my removal from the governm' when you could form no 
expectations from me, and what still inhanc'd it was the ingrate behaviour 
of some to whom God put it in my power to give bread and to keep 
them from starving. As David complain'd, they stood aloof from my 
sore. But blessed be the God of my life who sustain'd me in the day 
of my resignation so as not to dishonour Him, nor myself, nor my family 
or acquaint* 1 , — I say, blessed be His name " who has fed me all my life 
long unto this day," when (from the 8 ins') I am posting to 67. " My 
dayes are swifter than a weaver's shuttle ; they will soon be extinct and 
the grave be ready for me." The lesson then is to be doubling my dili- 
gence in serving my generation by y" will of God, and in my private 
life to be making my calling & election sure, that I may be able, when 
my time must be no longer to take up the dying words of my late 
excellent father, and with his composedness and serenity even the words 
of the royal psalmist, "I will both lay me down in peace and sleep." 
God grant it thro' riches of grace in Jesus Christ. Amen. I wish you, 
Sir, and your lady & family a happy new year, and a long succession of 
y m , with health, ease, and every circumstance in life which you your- 
selves would ask of Heaven, where may you at last partake of those 
divine joyes and pleasures that are irreversible & will alwayes indure. 
I am 

Your hearty friend & ready servant. 

Burlington (N. J.), January 28, 1747/8. 

What blunders I may have made in this too long lr., or my clerk in 
transcribe, your candour will cover. 

The Hon. Mellen Chamberlain presented the original 
record, or a contemporaneous transcript, of the findings of 
the Grand Jury of Middlesex County, from May 15, 1753, 
to March 15, 1754. Middlesex was then the most populous 
county in the Province, with a homogeneous population, mostly 
composed of farmers ; and in the lack of statistics to show the 

I constantly rise so as to salute the first ray of y« burning orb ; breakfast at 8, 
with 2 dishes of tea (balm and sage mixt) ; dine at 1 (plentiful & handsome) ; no 
eupper ; alwayes a bed by half after nine ; have a worthy woman in the care of 
my family and 4 servants moving well in their several orbits." 

3 
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comparative morality of the last century and of our own time, 
he thought that any official record like this possessed consider- 
able historical value. He summarized the findings as follows : 

Extortionate fees, Billerica 1 

Bastardy, Charlestown, 3 

Sudbury, 1 

Waltham, 1 

Bedford, 2 7 

Travelling on the Lord's Day 5 

Bad Highway, Maiden 1 

Drunk 2 

Destitute of Grammar School Master, Billerica ... 1 
Not attending public worship, Framingham, 5. Marl- 
boro, 3. Medford, 1. Concord, 2. Groton, 2. 1. 

Sudbury, 1. Maiden, 1. Waltham, 1 17 

Assault 1 

Taking N. H. Bills 1 

Lumbering highway, Maiden 1 

Keeping bad order and )_,.., 

\ f . . > Cambridge 1 

entertaining company J 8 

"38 

The business of the Annual Meeting was then taken up, and 
the report of the Senior Member at Large of the Council was 
read by Rev. Henry F. Jenks. 

Report of the Council. 

The Society, as will be seen by the reports of the various 
officers, has been prosperous during the year, and but few 
events deserving special mention have occurred. 

Two anniversaries of interest to us have been celebrated. 
In one, the four hundredth of the landing of Columbus, by the 
World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago, we had no part 
beyond our share in the common pride of our fellow-citizens 
throughout the land ; but so marked was the event, and so 
well and appropriately were all the details of the commemora- 
tion carried out, that ,it was fitting that its distinguishing 
characteristics should have been preserved by a paper in our 
Proceedings, as was done most happily by our junior Vice- 
President ; at the other, the one hundred and fiftieth of our 
kindred society, the American Philosophical Society of Phila- 
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delphia, we were represented by a delegate, our Librarian, 
who read a paper. 

Our connection with our Commonwealth makes it appro- 
priate that we should note the disappearance of an ancient 
custom claimed to have been preserved as a memorial of our 
Puritan ancestry. The annual day of Fasting, Humiliation, 
and Prayer, long observed by perfunctory services, or practi- 
cally disregarded for the purposes of its appointment, has fol- 
lowed the Election Sermon, and this year, for the first time, 
has not been designated by the Executive Proclamation ; while 
in its place as a public holiday the Legislature has substituted 
the 19th of April, a day sacred in Massachusetts annals, 
and, in the words of the Chief Magistrate of the Common- 
wealth, " grand with the memories of the mighty struggles 
which in one instance brought liberty, and in the other union 
to the country, to be celebrated as the anniversary of the birth 
of Liberty and Union." 

With great pleasure we call attention to a statement in the 
Treasurer's Report. In the Report of the Council for 1881, 
referring to the mortgage then upon this building, it is said: 
" Not until this debt is extinguished can the Society be con- 
sidered to be in a satisfactory financial position." In 1887 
the writer of the report for that year says : " The most gratify- 
ing event in our affairs has been the full payment of the mort- 
gage debt on this estate, which releases it from all encumbrance, 
except so far as some of our special funds are invested in it " ; 
and in 1889 occurs this statement : " There remains, however, 
what is practically a debt of about $26,000, that being the bal- 
ance of our permanent funds still invested in this building ; and 
no effort should be relaxed to clear off this encumbrance within 
a reasonable time." To-day we are met by the gratifying an- 
nouncement that all the sums of our permanent funds invested 
in this building have been restored to those funds, and we hold 
the building entirely clear ; and the prospect is held out to us 
that before many months any depreciation in any of the securi- 
ties which have been held for those funds will be charged off. 
Certainly we ought to be most hearty in our expressions of 
appreciation of the careful and judicious management by 
which a result so long felt to be most desirable has been 
accomplished. 

In the Treasurer's Report for 1887 he has traced the history 
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of the estate since it has been occupied by the Society, and the 
gradual process by which the debt has been extinguished, so 
that it is only necessary to refer to that report for an account 
which is at this time particularly interesting. 

In view of prospective additions to our property, it became 
apparent that an extension of the limit which we were per- 
mitted to hold must be sought ; and in consequence application 
was made to the General Court of this year, which passed 
an Act authorizing us to hold real and personal property to the 
amount of six hundred thousand dollars, over and above our 
Library and building. 

During the last few months we have received from the ex- 
ecutors of our late senior Vice-President the manuscripts 
bequeathed by him to our Society. 

Since the last Annual Meeting we have lost from our rolls 
five Resident Members. ' Abbott Lawrence, who died 6 July, 
1893, was a pretty constant attendant upon our meetings, and 
has shown his interest in the Society by a legacy to be used as 
a Publication Fund. Edwin Lassetter Bynner, who died 5 
August, 1893, had shown by his interesting historical novels 
his capacity to labor successfully in the field in which our 
Society works, and awakened expectation of much valuable 
service in future years. Francis Parkman, our much respected 
senior Vice-President, who died 8 November, 1893, had illus- 
trated American scholarship ; and his fidelity in historical 
research performed under such unexampled difficulties had 
proved that true heroism may be exhibited even in the retired 
walks of literature. Henry Warren Torrey, who died 14 
December, 1893, had been for a generation Professor of His- 
tory in Harvard University, esteemed and beloved by all his 
pupils, eminently wise and sagacious, whose name upon our 
rolls reflected dignity and honor upon the Society. Edward 
Bangs, who died 16 February, 1894, a genial man, had, by his 
services in the Council and contributions to our Proceedings, 
proved himself one of our most useful members. 

From the Corresponding roll we have lost Edward Duffield 
Neill, who died 26 September, 1893 ; Charles Henry Bell, who 
died 11 November, 1893 ; William Frederick Poole, who died 
1 March, 1894; and George Tieknor Curtis, who died 
28 March, 1894, a Resident Member for about four years 
(from 1858 to 1862), and for twenty-nine years, after his 
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removal to New York, a Corresponding Member ; and from 
our Honorary roll the Very Rev. Charles Merivale, who died 
27 December, 1893. 

In filling the vacancies thus created, the rules adopted by 
the Council to " secure some more systematic method to govern 
the presentation to the Society of candidates for election," which 
were fully described in the Report for 1892, have been observed ; 
and the following Resident Members have been elected : Charles 
Russell Codman, 13 April, 1893 ; Barrett Wendell, 18 June, 
1893 ; James Ford Rhodes, 14 December, 1893 ; and Edward 
Francis Johnson, 8 February, 1894. 

In the report of 1892 it was said that the losses that had 
then occurred of Corresponding Members had not been made 
good, " perhaps through the feeling that in the past the Soci- 
ety had unduly extended the list of Corresponding Members, 
and the resolve that in the future the honor of membership 
should be more restricted." The deaths this year had re- 
duced the names on- our Corresponding roll below fifty, the 
number which had seemed desirable to the Council, and it 
was therefore felt that now some of these vacancies might 
be filled ; and accordingly John Nicholas Brown was elected 
8 March, 1894. 

The number of our Resident Members is now 95, which will 
be increased to-day to 96 if nomination before the Society is 
favorably acted on. 

It is interesting to note in this connection that with this 
meeting our venerable associate, Rev. Lucius R. Paige, whose 
ninety- second birthday we recently noticed, will complete 
fifty years of membership in the Society, he having been 
elected at the May meeting in 1844. He is the third of our 
still surviving members who has completed a half-century 
or more of membership, — a thing of so rare occurrence, and 
so unlikely to occur again for many years, as to deserve special 
recognition. 

Memoirs of the following deceased members have been pre- 
pared and published in our Proceedings : Henry W. Foote, by 
Winslow Warren ; Robert C. Waterston, by Josiah P. Quincy ; 
Fitch Edward Oliver, by Edmund F. Slafter; and Francis 
Parkman, by Octavius B. Frothingham. 

The Society has held nine monthly meetings, and one special 
meeting to commemorate our late senior Vice-President, 
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Francis Parkman, at which was read that touching auto- 
biographical statement which was such a revelation of the 
character of the man. 

Of these meetings it can be repeated, as was said in 1889 : 
"Interesting and valuable communications have been made, but 
on the whole there has been a perceptible falling off in the im- 
portance of the papers presented by the different sections " ; and 
even more strongly can it be added, as in the language of the 
Report of 1884 : " While gratefully acknowledging the merit 
of the literary work that has been accomplished during the past 
year by our different members, we cannot help regretting that 
a larger proportion of this skill and labor has not been bestowed 
upon our own publications, . . . and that nothing would so 
much conduce to the Society's welfare as to have more mem- 
bers who would be both able and willing to spend their time 
here in the midst of our wealth of books and manuscripts, 
laboring for her benefit." 

In conclusion, what was said last year, of the importance 
of hastening the publication of a catalogue of our manuscripts 
might be repeated. "While we may hope to have more than 
one new publication from those manuscripts undertaken during 
the coming year, it is far more desirable that the wealth of 
material contained in them should be made accessible as soon 
as possible. 

During the year the Society has issued the following pub- 
lications : — 

Collections, 6th series, Vol. VI. (Belcher Papers, Part I.) and Vol. 
VII. (Belcher Papers, Part II.). 

Also four serial numbers of the Proceedings, Vol. VIII., 2d series; 
(March, 1893, to January, 1894). 

The publications by members of the Society have been as 
follows : — 

Massachusetts, its Historians and its History: An Object Lesson. 
By Charles Francis Adams. 

Antinomianism in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 1636-1638. 
Including the Short Story, and other Documents. Edited by Charles 
Francis Adams, for the Prince Society. 

Early "Wills illustrating the Ancestry of Harriot Coffin, with Gen- 
ealogical and Biographical Notes, by her grandson, William S. 
Appleton. 

Edward Livingston Youmans, Interpreter of Science for the People. 



1894.] EEPOET OF THE COUNCIL. 23 

A Sketch of his Life, with Selections from his Writings. By John 
Fiske. 

Proceedings of the Peabody Education Fund, Volume IV. Edited 
by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

The Career of Benjamin Franklin. A Paper read before the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, May 25, 1893, at the Cele- 
bration of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of its Formation 
in that City. By Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Wheeler's Defeat, 1 675. ■ Where ? At Meminimisset Meadow. 
A paper read before the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, 
October 21, 1893. By Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Statistics of Comb-Making in Leominster, 1852. By Caleb C. Field. 
With an Introduction by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

The Boundary Line between Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
from the Merrimack River to the Connecticut. A Paper read before 
the Old Residents' Historical Association of Lowell, on December 21, 
1893, the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Formation of the Society. 
By Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

An Historical Sketch of Groton, Massachusetts. By Dr. Samuel A. 
Green. 

Suggestions on the Study of United States History and Government, 
prepared for the use of students in Harvard University. By Albert B. 
Hart. 

Practical Essays on American Government. By Alfred B. Hart. 

Land Transfer Reform. By John T. Hassam. 

English History for American Readers. By Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson and Edward Channing. 

Proceedings of the Twenty -third Annual Meeting of the National 
Board of Trade, held in Washington, January, 1893. Edited by Ham- 
ilton A. Hill. 

A Book of Prayer and Praise, published by the American Unitarian 
Association, edited by a Committee (Henry F. Jenks and others) ap- 
pointed by the Association. 

Old Age and Immortality. Address delivered before the Worcester 
Fire Society, at its Centennial, January 21, 1893. By George F. 
Hoar. 

A Memorial of Samuel Foster McCleary, Jr., Associate Pastor of 
the Church of the Saviour, Brooklyn, N.Y., 1892. Compiled by his 
father. Privately printed. 

Twenty-six Years. A Sermon on the Twenty-sixth Anniversary of 
his Installation, by Alexander McKenzie. The First Church in Cam- 
bridge, 1893. 

A Sermon in Memory of the Rt. Rev. Phillips Brooks, D.D. By 
Alexander McKenzie, January 29, 1893. 

A Symphony of the Spirit. Compiled by George S. Merriam. 
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American Statesmen Series. Edited by John T. Morse, Jr. Abra- 
ham Lincoln, by Mr. Morse. In two volumes. 

Orations and Addresses of George William Curtis. Vol. I. Edited 
by Charles Eliot Norton. 

Letters of James Eussell Lowell. Edited by Charles Eliot Norton. 
Two volumes. 

History of the Town of Harvard, Massachusetts, 1732-1893. By 
Henry S. Nourse. 

The Columbia and the Discovery of Oregon. By Edward G. Porter. 

Diocese of Massachusetts. The Enlargement of its Diocesan Library, 
being the Tenth Annual Report, May 3 and 4, 1893. By Edmund F. 
Slafter. 

The Origin and Scope of the American Doctrine of Constitutional 
Law. By James B. Thayer. 

Bi-metallism : A Tract for the Times. By Francis A. Walker. 

College Athletics. An Address before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, 
Alpha of Massachusetts, at Cambridge, June 29, 1893. By Francis A. 
Walker. 

Stelligeri and other Essays concerning America. By Barrett Wen- 
dell. 

Bills of Mortality, 1810-1849, City of Boston. With an Essay on 
the Vital Statistics of Boston from 1810 to 1841. By Lemuel Shat- 
tuck. Compiled by William H. Whitmore. 

Index to the Marriage Intentions and Marriages recorded in 1892, 
at the City Registrar's Office, Boston. By William H. Whitmore. 

Annual Report of the Registry Department, Boston, for the Year 
1892. By William H. Whitmore. 

Sixteenth Report (1893) of Justin Winsor, Librarian of Harvard 
University. 

Harvard University Bulletin, Vol. VII. Nos. 3, 4, 5. Edited by 
Justin Winsor. 

Biographical Contributions, Harvard University, No. 49. Edited by 
Justin Winsor. 

Cartier to Frontenac. Geographical Discovery in the Interior of 
North America in its Historical Relations, 1534—1700. With full 
cartographical illustrations from contemporary sources. By Justin 
Winsor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Henry F. Jenks, 
Senior Member at Large of the Council. 

The Librarian, Dr. Samttel A. Green, read the following 
report : — 
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Report of ike Librarian. 

During the past year there Lave been added to the Library ; 

Books 597 

Pamphlets 1,586 

Bound volumes of newspapers 6 

Unbound volumes of newspapers 13 

Broadsides 162 

Maps 24 

Portfolios of maps 11 

Volumes of manuscripts 45 

Unbound volumes of manuscripts 17 

Manuscripts . . 112 

In all 2,573 

Of the books added, 522 have been given, and 75 bought. 
Of the pamphlets added, 1,461 have been given, 119 bought, 
and 6 procured by exchange. The most important accessions 
were the valuable collection of autographs given by Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexander C. Washburn, at the meeting of the Society 
on April 13, 1893, and the Parkman Manuscripts, bequeathed 
by our late Vice-President, as noted in the Proceedings for 
January 11, 1894. 

From the income of the Savage fund, there have been 
bought 75 volumes, 119 pamphlets, 2 unbound volumes of 
newspapers, and 6 manuscripts ; and 48 volumes, containing 
131 pamphlets already bought at the charge of the same fund, 
have been bound from the same source. 

From the income of the William Winthrop Fund, 77 vol- 
umes, containing 491 pamphlets, have been bound, and 17 
volumes repaired. 

Of the books added to the Rebellion Department, 12 have 
been given, and 21 bought ; and of the pamphlets added, 74 
have been given, and 14 bought. There are now in this 
collection 2,014 volumes, 4,634 pamphlets, 801 broadsides, and 
105 maps. During the past year some pamphlets have been 
bound, and others replaced by volumes. 

In the collection of manuscripts there are 803 volumes, 179 
unbound volumes, 75 pamphlets with manuscript notes, and 
7,260 manuscripts. 

The Library contains at the present time about 37,000 
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volumes, including the files of bound newspapers, the bound 
manuscripts, and the Dowse Collection. The number of 
pamphlets, including duplicates, is 95,750 ; and the number 
of broadsides, including duplicates, is 3,816. 

During the past year there have been taken out 61 books 
and 5 pamphlets, and all have been returned. Within the 
past month there has been a very thorough cleaning of the 
whole building, and the books have all been taken down and 
carefully dusted, and the shelves wiped off. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel A. Green, Librarian. 

Boston, April 12, 1894. 

The report of the Cabinet-keeper, Mr. Samuel F. Mc- 
Cleary, was as follows : — 

Report of the Cabinet-keeper. 

The Cabinet-keeper respectfully reports, that, upon assum- 
ing the office made vacant last year by the death of his com- 
petent predecessor, Dr. F. E. Oliver, a complete examination 
of the Cabinet was at once begun. 

The accuracy of the catalogues of the paintings, busts, and 
miscellaneous articles was tested by comparing the several 
items of these classes with their descriptive numbers. This 
occupied much time, but it afforded satisfactory results. 

Were it not for these catalogues and their manifold manu- 
script annotations it would be almost impossible to find many 
of the articles described therein, which are scattered without 
relative order through the three upper stories of the present 
building, many of them being wholly secluded from view. 

While some articles in the Cabinet have an intrinsic worth, 
all possess, in different degrees, some historic value. To 
these values there might be added an educational interest, 
by no means the least of the three, if there could be found 
adequate wall-space for the paintings and engravings, as well 
as sufficient floor accommodations for appropriate cases, in 
which the other articles of the Cabinet could be offered for 
public inspection. 

As the value of money does not consist in its accumulation, 
but in its circulation and purchasing activity ; so the mere 
collection of objects of historical interest which are not aeces- 
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sible to view is productive of little interest to the possessor or 
the public. 

Whenever new quarters are obtained for the service of the 
Society the Cabinet ought to be located in a room or rooms 
by itself, easily accessible by the public, to whom it should be 
freely opened under proper rules. Interesting articles should 
be plainly marked and placed in appropriate cases ; and the 
Cabinet-keeper or an assistant should attend daily to take 
charge of the exhibition, and answer any inquiries relating 
thereto. 

When the public notes the care and attention which would 
be thus bestowed upon the Society's treasures, accessions to 
the Cabinet from private sources cannot fail to be many in 
number and precious in value. 

The collection of photographs of the Resident Members of the 
Society is nearly complete : a few pictures only are lacking. 

The gifts to the Cabinet during the year 1893-94 have 
been as follows : 

A mourning ring, bearing the words : " Hon? M rs F Shirley, ob : 31 : 
Au 1746: M: 54." Given by Henry Guild. 

Badge of the Massachusetts Delegation to Chicago, worn at the cele- 
bration of Massachusetts Day, at the World's Fair, June 17, 1893. Given 
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

A photograph of the painting of James Lloyd in the possession of 
a descendant, Mr. William H. Aspinwall, of New York. Given by 
George F. Hoar. 

A cut of the Crossed Swords, taken from the Centennial Graphic, 
June, 1875, p. 29. Given by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

A table made from the " Hangman's Branch " of the Old Elm, 
which stood on Boston Common. Bequeathed by Joseph M. Wight- 
man, and received through Elmer E. Messinger, executor. 

A view of the Ursuline Convent on Mt. Benedict, Charlestown, 
which follows a cut printed on a circular sent out on May 2, 1828. 
Given by Benjamin F. De Costa. 

A plaster bust made from the original cast of the head of Theodore 
Parker, taken after his death at Florence, Italy. Given by Mrs. 
Joseph Lyman. 

Confederate States money : fifty dollars, twenty, ten, five (two bills), 
and two dollars, fifty cents (two bills) ; Virginia Treasury Note, one 
dollar ; county of Lunenburg, Va., one dollar, seventy-five cents, and 
ten cents; Richmond, seventy-five cents, and fifty cents. Given by 
Mrs. James Lyons, of Richmond. 
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A reproduction, for William A. Courtenay, in 1891, of a photograph 
of the Memorial to Gaspard de Coligny, erected in the wall of the 
Church, L'Oratoire, Paris. Given by Mr. Courtenay. 

A lithographic copy, in 1872, of a " View of Framingham Common 
in 1808," painted in water-colors by D. Bell. Given by George E. 
Littlefield. 

Two engravings : View on the west bank of Hudson's River, show- 
ing the encampment of General Burgoyne's army, September 20, 1777 ; 
and a bird's-eye view of Mount Pleasant, Long Island, engraved and 
published by William Faden, August 10, 1776. Given by Mrs. Thomas 
Appleton. 

A photogravure of George Bancroft, and an engraving of Samuel 
Willard. Given by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Four " Views in Boston," engraved by Francois Xavler Haber- 
man, an account of which by Dr. Green is given in the Proceedings 
of the February meeting, 1894, pages 497-499. Given by Charles 
Francis Adams. 

Fourteen volumes containing 2,856 envelopes, used during the Re- 
bellion, and 1,348 photographs, including many of officers and others 
who served in the war, with an index to the same ; also, 23 engravings 
of officers, including Lincoln, Admiral DuPont, Commodore Foote, and 
nineteen generals. Given by Charles W. Jenks. 

A colored lithographic sheet containing the portraits of fourteen Rebel 
and Union Generals, by Knapp & Co., New York, 1889. Given by 
Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

A half-tone engraving of the Public Library at Groton, which was 
dedicated on May 18, 1893. Given by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

An engraving of Edward N. Kirk, by J. C. Buttre, after a daguerreo- 
type by M. Ormsbee. Given by Samuel E. Herrick. 

A photograph of Mrs. Ruth (Carter) Rowell, great-great-grand- 
daughter of Hannah Dustin, made by R. W. Rood, of Bethel, Vermont. 
Given by George S. Hale. 

A steel engraving of Lawrence Academy, Groton, made by Edward 
A. Fowle, of Boston, and lettered by Thomas Chubbuck, of Spring- 
field, in 1871. Given by Dr. Samuel A. Green. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel F. McCleary, Cabinet-keeper. 

Boston, April 12, 1894. 

The report of the Treasurer, Mr. Charles C. Smith, and 
the report of the Auditors, the Hon. Roger Wolcott and 
Mr. Hamilton A. Hill, were submitted in print, according 
to custom : — 
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Report of the Treasurer. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-Laws, Chap- 
ter VII., Article 1, the Treasurer respectfully submits his 
Annual Report, made up to March 31, 1894. 

The special funds held by him are the same as they were at 
the date of his last Annual Report. They are eleven in num- 
ber, and are as follows : — 

I. The Appleton Fund, which was created Nov. 18, 1854, 
by a gift to the Society, from Nathan Appleton, William Ap- 
pleton, and Nathaniel I. Bowditch, trustees under the will of 
the late Samuel Appleton, of stocks of the appraised value of 
ten thousand dollars. These stocks were subsequently sold 
for $12,203, at which sum the fund now stands. The income 
is applicable to " the procuring, preserving, preparation, and 
publication of historical papers." 

II. The Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund, which 
now stands, with the accumulated income, at $10,000. This 
fund originated in a gift of two thousand dollars from the late 
Hon. David Sears, presented Oct. 15, 1855, and accepted by 
the Society Nov. 8, 1855. On Dec. 26, 1866, it was increased 
by a gift of five hundred dollars from Mr. Sears, and another 
of the same amount from our late associate, Mr. Nathaniel 
Thayer. The income must be appropriated in accordance 
with the directions in Mr. Sears's declaration of trust in the 
printed Proceedings for November, 1855. 

III. The Dowse Fund, which was given to the Society 
by George Livermore and Eben. Dale, executors of the will of 
the late Thomas Dowse, April 9, 1857, for the " safe keeping " 
of the Dowse Library. It amounts to 110,000. 

IV. The Peabody Fund, which was presented by thfe 
late George Peabody, in a letter dated Jan. 1, 1867, and now 
stands at $22,123. The income is available only for the pub- 
lication and illustration of the Society's Proceedings and 
Memoirs, and for the preservation of the Society's Historical 
Portraits. 

V. The Savage Fund, which was a bequest from the late 
Hon. James Savage, received in June, 1873, and now stands 
on the books at the sum of $6,000. The income is to be used 
for the increase of the Society's Library. 

VI. The Erastus B. Bigelow Fund, which was given in 
February, 1881, by Mrs. Helen Bigelow Merriman, in recog- 
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nition of her, father's interest in the work of the Society. 
The original sum was one thousand dollars ; but the inter- 
est was added to the principal to bring the amount up to 
$2,000, at which it now stands. There is no restriction as to 
the use to be made of this fund. 

VII. The William Winthrop Fund, which amounts to 
the sum of $3,000, and was received Oct. 13, 1882, under the 
will of the late William Winthrop, for many years a Corre- 
sponding Member of the Society. The income is to be applied 
" to the binding for better preservation of the valuable manu- 
scripts and books appertaining to the Society." 

VIII. The Richard Frothingham Fund, which repre- 
sents a gift to the Society, on the 23d of March, 1883, from 
the widow of our late Treasurer, of a certificate of twenty 
shares in the Union Stock Yard and Transit Co., of Chicago, 
of the par value of $100 each, and of the stereotype plates 
of Mr. Frothingham's " Siege of Boston." " Life of Joseph 
Warren," and "• Rise of the Republic." The fund stands on 
the Treasurer's books at $3,000, exclusive of the copyright. 
There are no restrictions on the uses to which the income may 
be applied. The cost of publishing the first volume of Belcher 
Papers was charged to the income of this fund, and the cost 
of the second volume will also be charged to it. 

IX. The General Fund, which now amounts to $8,243.38. 
It represents the following gifts and payments to the 
Society : — 

1. A gift of two thousand dollars from the residuarj' estate 
of the late Mary Prince Townsend, by the executors of her 
will, William Minot and William Minot, Jr., in recognition of 
which, by a vote of the Society, passed June 13, 1861, the 
Treasurer was " directed to make and keep a special entry in 
his account books of this contribution as the donation of Miss 
Mary P. Townsend." 

2. A legacy of two thousand dollars from the late Henry 
Harris, received in July, 1867. 

3. A legacy of one thousand dollars from the late George 
Bemis, received in March, 1879. 

4. A gift of one hundred dollars from the late Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, received in April, 1881. 

5. A legacy of one thousand dollars from the late Williams 
Latham, received in May, 1884. 

6. A bequest of five shares in the Cincinnati Gas-Light and 
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Coke Co. from our late Recording Secretary, George Dexter, 
received in June, 1884. In his last report this bequest stood 
on the Treasurer's books at $900. Besides the regular quar- 
terly dividends there has been received up to the present time 
from the sale of subscription rights, etc., the sum of $243.38, 
which has now been added to the nominal amount of Mr. 
Dexter's bequest. 

7. Six commutation fees of one hundred and fifty dollars 
eacVi. 

X. The Anonymous Fund, which -originated in a gift of 
$1,000 to the Society in April, 1887, communicated in a letter 
to the Treasurer printed in the Proceedings (2d series, vol. iii. 
pp. 277, 278). A further gift of $250 was received from the 
same generous friend in April, 1888. The income up to the 
present time has been added to the principal. The fund now 
stands at $1,774.08. 

XI. The William Amory Fund, which was a gift of 
$3,000, under the will of our associate, the late William 
Amory, received Jan. 7, 1889. There are no restrictions on 
the uses to which the income may be applied. The income 
has been allowed to accumulate, with the view to the publica- 
tion of a volume of Collections at some future period. 

The Treasurer also holds a deposit book in the Five Cent 
Savings Bank for $100 and interest, which is applicable to the 
care and preservation of the beautiful model of the Brattle 
Street Church, deposited with us in April, 1877. 

It should not be forgotten that besides the gifts and bequests 
represented by these funds, which the Treasurer is required to 
take notice of in his Annual Report, numerous gifts have been 
made to the Society from time to time, and expended for the 
purchase of the real estate, or in promoting the objects for 
which the Society was organized. A detailed account of these 
gifts was included in the Annual Report of the Treasurer, 
dated March 31, 1887, printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
vol. iii. pp. 291-296); and in the list of the givers there enu- 
merated will be found the names of many honored associates, 
living or departed, and of other gentlemen, not members of 
the Society, who were interested in the promotion of historical 
studies. They gave liberally in the day of small things ; and 
to them the Society is largely indebted for its present pros- 
perity and usefulness. 
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During the year the balance of the funds ($4,058.95), which 
had been temporarily invested in the building has been rein- 
vested. The real estate of the Society now stands on the 
Treasurer's book at its original cost and improvements, free 
of all incumbrances. The investments held for the various 
permanent funds also stand at their actual cost ($82,560.20), 
which is slightly in excess of the aggregate amount of the sev- 
eral funds. It has not, however, been thought desirable at the 
present time to charge off anything on account of premiums 
paid or for depreciation- in the market value of the securities; 
but it will be possible to do so in the ensuing year, in accord- 
ance with the suggestion in the Treasurer's last annual report. 
The proportion of income credited to each fund for the year 
was a little less than five per cent. 

The stock and bonds held by the Treasurer are as follows : 
$10,000 in the five per cent mortgage bonds of the Chicago 
and West Michigan Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the four per cent 
bonds of the Rio Grande Western Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the 
four per cent bonds of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy 
Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the five per cent gold bonds of the 
Cincinnati, Dayton, and Ironton Railroad Co. ; $5,000 in the 
four per cent general mortgage bonds of the Atchison, Topeka, 
and Santa F^ Railroad Co. ; and $3,000 in the second four per 
cent bonds of the same corporation, received in exchange for 
their income bonds for the same amount ; $1,000 in a five per 
cent collateral trust bond of the Chicago Junction Railways 
and Union Stock Yard Co. ; $2,000 in the six per cent " ex- 
empt " bonds of the Burlington and Missouri Railroad Co. in 
Nebraska ; fifty shai'es in the Merchants' National Bank of 
Boston ; fifty shares in the State National Bank of Boston ; 
fifty shares in the National Bank of Commerce of Boston ; fifty 
shares in the National Union Bank of Boston ; fifty shares in 
the Columbian National Bank of Boston ; five shares in the 
Second National Bank of Boston ; thirty-five shares in the 
Boston and Albany Railroad Co. ; twenty-five shares in the 
Old Colony Railroad Co. ; five shares in the Cincinnati Gas- 
Light and Coke Co. ; three shares in the Boston Real Estate 
Trust (of the par value of $1,000) ; and five shares in the 
State Street Exchange. 

The following abstracts and the trial balance show the pres- 
ent condition of the several accounts : — 
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CASH ACCOUNT. 

1893. DEBIT8 - 

March 31. To balance on hand 1459.23 

1894. 

March 81. To receipts as follows : — 

General Account 10,735.66 

Consolidated Income 3,843.10 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 74.90 

Investments 48.50 

.$15,161.39 
March 31. To balance brought down $140.76 

1894. CRBD1TS - 
March 31. By payments as follows: — 

Investments $6,185.75 

Income of Peabody Fund 929.27 

Income of Savage Fund 408.14 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 106.10 

Income of Appleton Fund 9.00 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 1,045.66 

Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund 60.00 

Income of Mass. Hist. Trust-Fund 17.50 

General Account 6,259.21 

By balance on hand 140.76 

$15,161.39 



GENERAL ACCOUNT. 

1893. DEBITSl 

March 81. To balance brought forward $648.33 

1894. 

March 31. To sundry charges and payments : — 

Salaries of Librarian's Assistants 2,700.00 

Insurance 580.50 

Printing, stationery, and postage 234.68 

Fuel and light 183.60 

Care of fire, etc 370.31 

Miscellaneous expenses and repairs 190.12 

Editing publications of the Society 2,000.00 

Consolidated Income 95.24 

Investments 490.38 

General Fund 243.38 

Building Account 4,058.95 

$11,795.49 

March 31. To balance brought down $573.45 

5 
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1894. CREDITS. 

March 31. By sundry receipts : — 

Kent of Building 19,000.00 

Interest 27.96 

Income of Dowse Fund 486.38 

Admission Fees 100.00 

Assessments < 800.00 

Sales of publications 807.70 

By balance to new account 673.45 

$11,795.49 
Income of Appleton Fund. 
1894. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount paid for binding $9.00 

„ balance carried forward 1,752.40 

S1/T61.40 

1893. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $1,167.88 

1894. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income- 593.52 

$1,761.40 

March 31. By balance brought down $1,752.40 

Income of William Winthrop Fund. 

1894. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount paid for binding $106.10 

„ balance carried forward 115.39 

$221.49 

1893. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $75.57 

1894. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 145.92 

$221.49 

March 31. By balance brought down $115.39 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund. 

1894. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount paid for printing and binding $17.50 

„ balance carried forward 803.02 

$820.52 

1893. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $334.14 

1894. 
March 31. " proportion of consolidated income 486.38 

$820.52 
March 31. By balance brought down $803.02 



1894.] REPORT OP THE TREASURER. 35 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund. 

1894. DEBITS - 

March 31. To amount paid for printing and binding $1,045.66 

„ balance carried forward 400.46 

$1,446.12 



CREDITS. 

1893. 
March 31. By balance brought forward $1,225.30 

1894. 

March 31. „ copyright received 74.90 

„ proportion of consolidated income 145.92 

$1,446.12 



March 31. By amount brought down . $400.46 

Income of Dowse Fund. 

1894. DEBITS - 

March 31. To amount placed to credit of General Account .... $486.38 



1gg4 CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income 



Income of Peabody Fund. 

1893. DEBITS. 

March 31. To balance brought forward $1,756.00 

1894. 

March 31. „ amount paid for printing, binding, and heliotypes . . 929.27 

$2,685.27 



March 31. To balance brought down $1,609.25 

1894. CKEDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $1,076.02 

„ balance carried forward 1,609.25 



$2,685.27 

Income ofE. B. Bigelow Fund. 
1894. DEBITS. 
March 31. To amount paid for books $60.00 



March 31. To balance brought down $10 45 

18 9 4 CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $49.55 

„ balance carried forward 10.45 

$60.00 
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Income of Savage Fund. 

1893. DBBITS - 

March 31. To balance brought forward $169.88 

1894. 
March 31. „ amount paid for books 408.14 

"$578.02 
March 31. To balance brought down $286.19 



■IQQA CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $291.83 

„ balance carried forward 286.19 

$578.02 



TRIAL BALANCE. 



DEBITS. 



Cash $140.76 

, Real Estate 103,280.19 

Investments 82,560.20 

Income of Peabody Fund 1,609.25 

Income of General Fund 52.14 

Income of Savage Fund 286.19 

Income of E. B. Bigelow 10.45 

General Account 573.45 

$188,512.63 



CREDITS. 

Building Account $103,280.19 

AppletonFund 12,203.00 

Dowse Fund 10,000.00 

Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 10,000.00 

Peabody Fund 22,123.00 

Savage Fund 6,000.00 

Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 2,000.00 

William Winthrop Fund 3,000.00 

Richard Frothingham Fund 3,000.00 

General Fund 8,243.38 

Anonymous Fund 1,774.08 

William Amory Fund 3,000.00 

Income of Appleton Fund 1,752.40 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 115.39 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 400.46 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 803.02 

Income of William Amory Fund 817.71 

$188,512.63 
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During the year the Society has published a volume of 
Collections, comprising the first part of the Belcher Papers ; 
and it is expected that another volume coming down to the 
period of Governor Belcher's embarkation for England after 
his removal from office will be ready for delivery at the 
Annual Meeting. It is also expected that the volume of 
Proceedings will be ready at the May Meeting. Work on 
the Calendar of the Pickering Papers can be commenced at 
an early date. 

Charles C. Smith, Treasurer. 

Boston, March 31, 1894. 



Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as made up to March 31, 1894, have attended to that 
duty, and report that they find them correctly kept and prop- 
erly vouched ; that the securities held by the Treasurer for 
the several funds correspond with the statement in his Annual 
Report ; that the balance of cash on hand is satisfactorily 
accounted for ; and that the Trial Balance is accurately taken 
from the Ledger. 

Roger Wolcott, 
Hamilton A. Hill, 

Boston, April 7, 1894. 



Committee. 



The report of the Committee to examine the Library and 
Cabinet was then presented by Mr. Henry W. Haynes : — 



Report of the Committee on the Library and Cabinet. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Library and 
Cabinet, having attended to that duty, respectfully submit 
the following report : — 

During the past five years, since this Committee was first 
instituted, various suggestions have been made by different 
members of the Society who have served upon it, in respect 
to certain changes in the methods of administration of the 
Library. Such of the changes as were found to be practicable 
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in our present quarters and with the means at our disposal, 
appear to have been adopted ; so, doubtless, others will be 
when circumstances become more favorable. Your Committee, 
therefore, have not thought it best to propose additional 
changes, or to recommend the immediate adoption of some 
of their predecessors' suggestions. 

Your Committee have examined the present condition of the 
Library, and while they found some things which they would 
desire to be other than they are, they are not sure of the 
wisdom of a change at present; and they take pleasure in 
reporting that, through the devotion and the self-sacrifice of 
our Librarian and the efficient aid of his assistants, it has 
been as well managed as is compatible with the limited means 
that are placed at his disposal. The Librarian would, doubt- 
less, gladly spend more money upon binding new volumes 
and repairing old ones, if it should be placed in his hands for 
that purpose. The main growth of the Library has always 
been through donations, and in accepting gifts the Librarian 
has never been actuated by any churlish spirit of refusal. 
He believes — as did our learned associate, Mr, Sibley, late 
Librarian of Harvard College — that it is extremely difficult 
to draw the line as to what printed matter may, or may 
not, at some future time become valuable. If circumstances 
should hereafter bring about a change in our domicile, 
your Committee think that then would be the appropriate 
occasion to consider the subject of suggested " weedings 
out." 

The Catalogue of our literary possessions, and especially of 
our manuscripts, is in an excellent condition : and all the 
members of your Committee know, by personal experience in 
their work here, that it fully subserves its purpose. 

The Cabinet, under the efficient supervision of our new 
Cabinet-keeper, continues to be as faithfully cared for as it 
was by our lamented associate, Dr. Fitch Edward Oliver. 

Henry W. Haynes. \ 

Mellen Chamberlain, \ Committee. 

Barrett Wendell, ) 

April 12, 1894. 

The several reports were accepted, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for publishing the Proceedings. 
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Rev. Henry F. Jenks, from the Nominating Committee, re- 
ported the following list of candidates. All of the gentlemen 
named were unanimously elected. 

President. 
GEORGE EDWARD ELLIS. 

Vice-Presidents. 
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
JUSTIN WINSOR. 

Recording Secretary. 
EDWARD JAMES YOUNG. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
WILLIAM WATSON GOODWIN. 

Treasurer. 
CHARLES CARD SMITH. 

Librarian. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 

Cabinet-Keeper. 
SAMUEL FOSTER McCLEARY. 
Members at Large of the Council. 
SOLOMON LINCOLN. 
ALEXANDER McKENZIE. 
JOHN DAVIS WASHBURN. 
EDMUND FARWELL SLAFTER. 
ARTHUR LORD. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Rev. 
Henry F. Jenks and Mr. Horace E. Scudder, retiring members 
of the Council, for efficient services. 

Besides the volume of Belcher Papers, being the seventh 
volume of the sixth series of the Collections, a new serial 
number of the Proceedings, comprising the record of the 
February and March meetings, was ready for delivery at this 
meeting. 

After the adjournment the members and a few invited guests 
were entertained at luncheon by the President, at his house, 
No. 110 Marlborough Street. 



